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Walter Mitty lives

Highlands coach achiev

By Phil Ross
News-Press Sports Editor

‘There he was, standing*astride
the pitching rubber innghoem’x
ad«umcipal Stadium in late Octo-

0, not Dave Stewart, Storm
Davis or Mike Moore. Those
Oakland Athletics’ starters - had
worked out at the ballpark in the
Arizona capital just days before,
preparing to complete their earth-
quake-shaken World Series with
the San Francisco Giants.

Now there was a different kind
of Series going on in Phoenix and
several of its suburbs, and Acres
Green resident Dan Marcus was
making his first appearance in
relief for the Denver Bears.

No, again, not the old minor-
league franchise that preceded the
Zephyrs. These Bears were a
bunch of guys in their 30s who
played this past summer in the
Men’s Senior Baseball League. It
is not to be confused with the
new Senior Professional Baseball
League of former major-league

stars currently playing in Florida. -

Marcus was one of several
players comprising the Bears,
made up of all-stars from teams
that played 13 regular-season
games between May and August
g:d diamonds lﬂl.l:\d Denver. He

an unspectacular regular sea-
son with an 0-7 record but was
anxious to throw in last week's
Series.

That anxiety built to a crescen-

on the Series’ first pight with
Denver trailing Eugene-Salem,
Ore., 8-7 in the bottom of the
sixth inning.

o

because it hit him at that very
moment about the A's array of
flame-throwers been_ on

couch living out a Walter Mitty
fantasy to the hilt. i
The Bears came back to win &
Mﬂﬂ;ﬂl' three innings of shutout
relief. '

Flmcaeded 1o play Coral Springs,
a; Lansing, Mich.; Rhode Is-
land; Rochester, N.Y., and a St.

" twice and Marcus said he had

¥ ~a#y, Even when Rochester cut an
Denver in the next several days™ 11-6 Denver lead to 11-10 in the
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In between games, Dan Marcus relaxes in his dad’s backyard.

“I'stood on that rubber, and my
heart wasn't butterflies, it was
Godzillas.”

Dan Marcus

, Fla, team managed game.”

§Tom ilmmu-,lonof Chicago

manager Don Zimmer. The tently turned into an anti-drug
lost only twice, including message, even though Marcus
Zimmer team to eliminate doesn’t take drugs.
and Marcus got credit for ~ **You can get such an incredi-
ir wing ble high mndnnnlln. mui!
people tes — would just
tap this, . .. I know I was on an

whole

rush the time,
:lt;‘ae:;l ucIc mlut, 8‘(:?001 - 'MIS
week."”

When he related his experience
{0 a teaching-coaching colleague,
Jeanne Janney, she told him he
was in ‘““The Zone," that nebu-
lous area athletes achieve when
adrenalin hits its high point.

In the Rochester game, Marcus
barted because a player doesn’t
have to be on defense to come to
the plate.
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it Rochester

on the uﬂ.‘ﬂ'w at

Tempe that the Highlands faculty
member peaked,

On that day, the Bears played

awakened at his father’s nearby
Phoenix home “‘with excruciat-
ing pain from my shoulder to my
fingertips.”

bottom of the eighth, Marcus
said, “I thought, for sure, there’s
no way I'm gonna be in this

0 ?ll noticed Marcus,

What then transpired inadver-

““I'lined into a double play and
began pacing because 1 was
mad,"" he said.

Marcus, normally a Type-A
person, probably could have been
designated a Double-A-Plus or
something similar as his pacing
took him into foul territory down

| the right-field line.

When Bear er Rick Vi-

told him,
‘Dan, let's get loose.””
Said Marcus, *‘In two minutes,
I was ready. The bases were
loaded, nobody out and it was
still 11-10.""
With what is known in base-
ball terminology as a ‘‘short
cotch" from home plate to the
ack! at Arizona State, Mar-
he had little trouble

“ltmnummedlikelcwld
take the ball and place it,"" the
right-hander said. On the first

Bears
third baseman couldn't handle a
Mag:mmfmtm-.

pvermmalimd

runs in L {
regain the lezf
cus’
fidence.

‘“When I went out in the bot-
tom of the ninth, I knew I'd get
’em out,”’ he said. And that he
did, retiring the first batter who
had tried a swinging bunt, the

second on a fly ball to center fiel

with two
of the ninth to
bolstering Mar-
already heightened con-

.
A

With his shortstop behind him, Dan Marcus rares back for his delivery.

and the last on a pitch for a called
third strike on the outside corner,

““After the Rochester game, |
let ego take the best of me,"
Marcus admitted. *‘I went up 10
Rick and said, ‘Gimme the
tonite. I'm on a roll. Sink or
swim, I'm on aroll.’

“I kept on my uniform and
cleats’’ between games when he
made the 20-minute drive to his
father's house before returning to
Mesa, where the Bears lpla St
Pete. At his father's &noo. Mar-
cus said, *‘I paced the floor for
three hours. I could not sit
down.”

Marcus needed someone with
whom to talk, someone who had
been in extreme situa-

"1 wid him 0 look within
" a pinnacle he’s never got before.
He learned something about what
was inside him.””
Yet as quickly as the buzz
reached a zenith, the nadir — the
return to the bottom level of
normalcy — ;

returned.
The Floridians, paced by a Jose

Canseco look-alike named Frank
Vito, pounded Marcus, jumping
to a 10-0 lead, with Vito hitting a
tape-measure home run off a
curve the Highlands teacher hung
on him.

““That was my down moment.
As disappointed as I was,”" Mar-
cus said, he reflected on having
won four games in one week,
compared to only one previous
win (in high school nwl¥ wo
decades ago at Evergreen) in his
entire playing career.

“What I realized,”” he said,
*‘was I won more games in four
days than I've won in 36 years,
That's when 1 had to pinch
myself and realize it was just a
dream.”’

Coupled with that dream’s lar-
ger scope was Marcus® ability o

ull off a baseball rarity — the
idden-ball trick — against

Rhode Island.

A Rhode Island runner at first
base was mad because his mana-
ger didn't give him a green li
to steal second. .

“‘I noticed he was jawing with
his coach about not having him
go. I went to the mound™ while
the first baseman conveniently
concealed the ball, Marcus said,
“‘and 1 was cleaning my cleats,
and when the guy got off, the first
baseman tagged him out.”

Rhode Island played the rest of
the game under protest.



